Reformed Teaching Observation Protocol (RTOP) £ PhvsPort

Chinese f— Supporting physics teaching

Version 1

with research-based resources

downloaded from PhysPort.org

Developed by: Daiyo Sawada, Michael D. Piburn, Kathleen Falconer, Jeff Turley, and Irene Bloom
Chinese translation by: Weining Wu

Format: Observation protocol

Duration: N/A minutes

Focus: Interactive teaching

Level: Graduate, Upper-level, Intermediate, Intro college, High school, Middle school, Other

How to give the test
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Download the RTOP Training Manual and print a copy for yourself and a teaching colleague whom you trust and
respect, ideally familiar with teaching your subject.

You and a colleague should read and discuss the instrument

Arrange for your colleague to visit your class to observe and RTOP an hour lesson

While your colleague observes your class, have a student or aide videotape your lesson.

RTOP this videotape yourself, before discussing your colleague’s RTOP score of your lesson.

Reciprocate —perform an RTOP observation on your colleague in turn. This will provide more needed classroom
observation material for discussion and genuine meaning in this experience for both of you.

Meet with your colleague to discuss and attempt to reconcile the scores on each of the 25 items. Inevitably, you will
disagree with your colleague. Use the differences as a focus for reexamining your own teaching practice.

How to score the test

Each of the 25 RTOP items are scored on the following scale. The exact details of the intermediate scores differ for each of
the 25 items and have been rigorously defined by researchers.

0: the behavior never occurred

1: the behavior occurred at least once

2: occurred more than once; very loosely describes the lesson

3: a frequent behavior or fairly descriptive of the lesson

4: pervasive or extremely descriptive of the lesson

The total RTOP score is the sum of scores for each of the 25 items, with total score ranging from 0 to 100.

RTOP ©2002 Daiyo Sawada, Michael D. Piburn, Eugene Judson, Jeff Turley, Kathleen Falconer, Russell Benford, and Irene Bloom.
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Format: Observation protocol

Duration: any minutes

Focus: Interactive teaching

Level: Graduate, Upper-level, Intermediate, Intro college, High school, Middle school, Other

How to give the test

1. Download the RTOP Training Manual and print a copy for yourself and a teaching colleague
whom you trust and respect, ideally familiar with teaching your subject.

. You and a colleague should read and discuss the instrument

. Arrange for your colleague to visit your class to observe and RTOP an hour lesson

. While your colleague observes your class, have a student or aide videotape your lesson.

. RTOP this videotape yourself, before discussing your colleague's RTOP score of your lesson.
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. Reciprocate —perform an RTOP observation on your colleague in turn. This will provide more
needed classroom observation material for discussion and genuine meaning in this experience
for both of you.

7. Meet with your colleague to discuss and attempt to reconcile the scores on each of the 25 items.

Inevitably, you will disagree with your colleague.Use the differences as a focus for reexamining

your own teaching practice.

How to score the test

Each of the 25 RTOP items are scored on the following scale. The exact details of the intermediate
scores differ for each of the 25 items and have been rigorously defined by researchers.

0: the behavior never occurred

1: the behavior occurred at least once

2: occurred more than once; very loosely describes the lesson
3: a frequent behavior or fairly descriptive of the lesson

4: pervasive or extremely descriptive of the lesson

The total RTOP score is the sum of scores for each of the 25 items, with total score ranging from 0
to 100.

RTOP Daiyo Sawada, Michael D. Piburn, Eugene Judson, Jeff Turley, Kathleen Falconer, Russell Benford, and
Irene Bloom.
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